UND SO, UNTO DER RABBIT CITY 
Another rainy day, but we managed to get out during the dry spells. Took the scenic route to Rapid City and got out at Cathedral Spires and climbed them almost to the top. An amazing feat for David who refuses to go up a simple six foot ladder. And Rene would have been to the peak and down the other side had we not held her back. Wish we could have spent a day in the rocks, but RAIN 
Continuing on in we stopped at Dianne’s Gift Shop. Mainly because I wanted to take up their offer for a 10&cent; cherry cider. On a hot day it would have hit the spot. In addition there was the Hillyo Museum in the building and we all agreed that it was perhaps one of the best we had ever seen. 
So we got all the way to Rapid City and drove to its highest point (follow Quincy St. West to top of hill). There on Skyline Drive high above Rapid City are seven life sized replicas of monstrous pre-historic reptiles. You got it - Dinosaur Park. As much as Renee wanted to go to Flintstone City, David wanted to see the dinos. I admit that it was probably the first time I had seen life-size models. From there we went to the Museum of Geology and saw the real thing; or, their bones. 
But the big thrill that day for the kids happened on the way home as we were driving through the park and came upon a big bull buffalo calmly grazing in a campground. They had been looking now for three days.
Following day we broke camp and went to see Mt. Rushmore. A bit overcast and even as close as one gets the figures still appear to be so small that I couldn’t appreciate their size. I had been hoping to be more impressed but was left uninspired. The most interesting thing we found was to see the license plates from so many states in the parking lot.
Did a hike up French Creek with the kids along a rugged, if you could find it, path. Spotted a golden eagle and its nest on some cliffs. Drove on from there thru the southern part of the park and through the National Park ‘Wind Cave’. And during the trip we spotted many buffalo, antelope, deer, rabbits, prairie dogs and elk.
By now I had enough rain and everything being wet, both inside and outside the tents. So we checked into a motel in Hot Springs and slept on a bed for a change in air conditioned splendor.
Long drive to Wall, South Dakota home of the world famous Wall Drug, On the fifty mile stretch between Rapid City and Wall we counted 61 signs advertizing the place. So how could you pass it up? I had waited all my life for this moment and we found it to be pretty much what we had expected except that it was much larger. Plenty of stuff for the tourist. 
Wall is near the Badlands and it had been our intention to stay overnight at the primitive site, so that’s where we drove to upon getting to the park. The Badlands by nature are pretty barren so we were not surprized that the primitive sites were out in the open. Alongside ran a creek - pure yellow water laden with clay that is stripped off the hills. Not too impressed with the place as we setup to have lunch. However, a blackbilled magpie floated by us and it was a beautiful sight with its extremely long tail feathers. I don’t think we finished the lunch. For we could see a wall of water approaching in the skies. Did I tell you about the 14 mile long road which leads to the spot? Not drivable when wet. We were down in this valley and I had visions of not being able of getting out. We beat the rain and did make it. 

